Oestrogen receptors and metabolic activity in the genital tract after ovariectomy of ewes with permanent infertility caused by exposure to phytooestrogens.
Characteristics of the uterus anc cervix after ovariectomy of ewes with permanent phytooestrogen infertility (PPI) were compared with controls. Ewes with PPI had more oestrogen-binding sites in the cervix, but not in the uterus. There was no difference between the two groups of ewes in the binding affinity constant of receptors from the uterus or cervix. There were more keratinized cells in the vaginal epithelium of ewes with PPI, and the rates of protein and glycoprotein synthesis in the uterus and cervix were higher in ewes with PPI. These results offer further evidence that PPI in adult ewes is similar to the "persistent oestrus' syndrome in rodents oestrogenized neonatally.